INFLUENCE OF FRANKS ON THE COUNTRY
region between the Pyrenees and the Garonne, which revived the
Roman name of Aquitania. The region of the Garonne still bears
the name of Gascony, while between the Adour and the Pyrenees
there is still to be found a population of an original type, character-
ized by a long face and a very thin nose, which still speaks a very
ancient language of unknown origin and having no relation with
any other European language. In this land, known as the Basque
country, the inhabitants, who call themselves Euskarians, still
preserve family-names and place-names in their own language,
as well as their sense of an origin apart.
JlNFLUENCE   OF   THE   CUSTOMS   OF   THE   FRANKS
ON   THE   LIFE   OF   THE   COUNTRY
The Bretons and Basques have remained, distinct elements in
the French population, but each of them has carried on a separate
life of its own, having no effect upon that of the country as a whole.
It is the Frankish people who have played the decisive part in the
formation of the French nation, to which they have given their
name. It is the Franks who gave it die central government which
served as the basis of its political unity. It was in the region of the
north of the Loire, in which the Franks were settled, that French
civilization was to come into being in the Middle Ages.
In the sphere of justice the Franks still retained ideas and pro-
cedure which were very different from those of Roman law. Like
all the ancient peoples of Europe, they practised the right and
duty of vengeance, known in French by the Corsican name of
vendetta, because it survived into modern times in Corsica. The
whole family was responsible for the criminal acts of each of its
members and had also the right to exact vengeance for crimes
committed against one of its members, so that the relatives of the
victim were at war with those of the criminal. This is the origin
of the private wars which went on up to the close of the Middle
Ages, As these private vengeances disturbed the peace of the land,
the authorities, with the object of putting an end to war, imposed
a 'composition* upon the two families: the offending party was to
pay the victim or his relatives a sum varying according to the
social status of the victim and the seriousness of the damage.
The sum due for a murder, called in Latin cthe price of a man' and
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